Frequently Asked Questions — Licensure for International Medical Graduates (IMGs) in
IWinois

Overview and Current Status

Q: What is the new IMG licensure pathway in Illinois?

A new licensure pathway for International Medical Graduates (IMGs) was created under
Public Act 103-102. This pathway allows IMGs to obtain licensure in lllinois under specific
requirements outlined in the Medical Practice Act.

Important Notice:

Please be advised Administrative Rules are required to establish the qualifications for the
licensure of international medical graduate physicians in lllinois.

The Department currently has Administrative Rules on First Notice with the Joint
Committee on Administrative Rules to comport with this statutory change. Please watch
our website for updates.

You may review the statute at: 225 ILCS 60/ Medical Practice Act of 1987 (ilga.gov). Medical
Practice Act of 1987

Eligibility and Requirements

Q: Who qualifies as an International Medical Graduate?
An IMG is an individual who obtained their medical education outside the United States (or
Canada after July 2025).

Q: Will this pathway waive any exams like USMLE?
No. Examination and credentialing requirements remain in place. The new pathway does
noteliminate established testing requirements.



Application Process

Q: Can | apply right now?
No. Applications cannot be accepted until Administrative Rules are adopted.

Q: What can | do to prepare?

You may begin gathering documents such as proof of medical education, ECFMG
certification, and identity documents. Final requirements will be announced once the
Rules are finalized.

Q: Is there an application fee?
Fee structures will be determined through the rulemaking process.

Exams and Credentialing

Q: Do I still need USMLE, OET, or other exams?
Yes. All applicants must comply with exam and credentialing requirements established in
lllinois law which includes passage of USMLE Steps 7-3.

Q: How do | submit my credentials for verification?
Details about credential submission and evaluation will be provided in the final
Administrative Rules.

Resources and Updates

Q: Where can | find reliable information?
You can visit these resources:

« |IDFPR Official Website
e 225|LCS 60/ Medical Practice Act

Q: How will  know when | can apply?
We encourage you to check this webpage regularly for updates.

Important Note on Pending Details

Many details about this process depend on the adoption of final Administrative Rules. If
you have questions not answered here, please know that updates will be posted as new
information becomes available.



