
STATEMENT OF COERCED DEBT 
205 ILCS 740/9.6  

Under Illinois law "Coerced debt" means any debt as defined by Collection Agency Act or a 
portion of the debt, except for debt secured by real property, that was incurred by the 
debtor because of fraud, duress, intimidation, threat, force, coercion, undue influence, or the 
non-consensual use of the debtor's personal identifying information between family or 
household members.  

USE THIS FORM if you are alleging that you should not be held responsible for a debt 
because you have been the victim of Coerced Debt. Be sure to include copies of the Supporting 
Documentation required in Section IV.   

I. DEBTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

Please only include contact information for yourself and/or a  trusted designated Third Party 
including, where possible, contact information for written mail AND telephone AND email. 
Please only include contact information where you and/or a trusted designated Third Party 

can be contacted SAFELY. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Preferred/Safe Contact Method(s):  

Mailing Address: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to designate a Third Party to receive future information and communications 
related to this coerced debt on your behalf, please provide the third party’s information below: 

Name of Third Party: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Debtor: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred/Safe Contact Method for Third Party:

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________ 
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Phone:  
______________________________________________________________

Email Address:
_______________________________________________________ 

        Check this box if you would like ALL future information and communications 
related to this coerced debt to be sent to your designated Third Party on your behalf.  

II. DESCRIPTION OF DEBT

Name/Type of Debt: [e.g. credit card, auto/personal loan] ______________________________

Date Debt Was Charged or Incurred: 
__________________________________________________________ 

Total Debt Amount: 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Amount/Portion of Debt that was Coerced (as a $ or %): ________________________________ 

Collection Agency/Company Collecting the Debt: 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Account Number (if known): 
__________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) on Account: 
________________________________________________________________ 

Other Information: 
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III. DESCRIPTION OF HOW DEBT WAS INCURRED

Check this box if you DID NOT willingly authorize the debt or other charges described
in this document. 

Describe to the best of your ability how, when, and why this debt was incurred. How/when did 
you become aware of this debt? Who coerced you into taking on this debt? What coercion tactics 
were used to make you take on this debt (e.g. force, fraud, manipulation, misrepresentation, 
intimidation, threats)? 

Additional pages attached. 
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IV. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: [at least one required, check all that apply]

I have included the following documentation in support of my Statement of Coerced Debt:

        police report identifying the coerced debt and describing the circumstances under which 
it was incurred; 

        court order stating that the court determined  that a debt was coerced debt; and/or 

        written verification from a Qualified Third Party on letterhead or on a form published by 
the Department. 

Under Illinois law, a Qualified Third Party means any law enforcement officer; 
attorney; physician, physician assistant, psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker, 
nurse, therapist, clinical professional counselor, or other medical professional; person 
who advises or provides services to persons regarding domestic violence, family 
violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, or abuse of children, the elderly or 
dependent adults; or member of the clergy of a church, religious society, or 
denomination. 

       other documentation demonstrating that you are the victim of coerced debt, and which is 
listed below [e.g. including but not limited to text messages, emails, phone records, voicemails, 
social media posts, letters, credit card/loan applications, orders of protection]:  
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Verification Pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure 

By signing below, I am certifying that the information provided on this form is true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and recollection, and that one or more members of my household is 
or has been a victim of human trafficking, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking. 

Signed:_ _________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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 DEFINITIONS 

“Abuse” means physical abuse, harassment, intimidation of a dependent, interference with 
personal liberty or willful deprivation but does not include reasonable direction of a minor child 
by a parent or person in loco parentis. 

“Caregivers” means a person who has a duty to provide for an elderly person or person with a 
disability's health and personal care, at the elderly person or person with a disability's place of 
residence, including, but not limited to, food and nutrition, shelter, hygiene, prescribed 
medication, and medical care and treatment, and includes any of the following: (1) A parent, 
spouse, adult child, or other relative by blood or marriage who resides with or resides in the same 
building withor regularly visits the elderly person or person with a disability, knows or reasonably 
should know of such person's physical or mental impairment, and knows or reasonably should 
know that such person is unable to adequately provide for his or her own health and 
personal care. (2) A person who is employed by the elderly person or person with a disability 
or by another to reside with or regularly visit the elderly person or person with a disability 
and provide for such person's health and personal care. (3) A person who has agreed for 
consideration to reside with or regularly visit the elderly person or person with a disability 
and provide for such person's health and personal care. (4) A person who has been appointed 
by a private or public agency or by a court of competent jurisdiction to provide for the elderly 
person or person with a disability's health and personal care. "Caregiver" does not include a 
long-term care facility licensed or certified under the Nursing Home Care Act or a facility 
licensed or certified under the ID/DD Community Care Act, the MC/DD Act, or the 
Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or any administrative, medical, or 
other personnel of such a facility, or a health care provider who is licensed under the 
Medical Practice Act of 1987 and renders care in the ordinary course of his or her 
profession. 

"Coerced debt" means any debt as defined by this Act or a portion of the debt, except for 
debt secured by real property, that was incurred by the debtor because of fraud, duress, 
intimidation, threat, force, coercion, undue influence, or the non-consensual use of the 
debtor's personal identifying information between family or household members as defined in 
Section 103 of the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986, as a result of abuse or exploitation 
as defined in Section 103 of the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986, or due to human 
trafficking as defined in subsections (b), (c), and (d) of Section 10-9 of the Criminal Code of 
2012. 
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“Debt” means money, property, or their equivalent which is due or owing or alleged to be due or 
owing from a person to another person.  

"Exploitation" means the illegal, including tortious, use of a high-risk adult with disabilities or of 
the assets or resources of a high-risk adult with disabilities. Exploitation includes, but is not 
limited to, the misappropriation of assets or resources of a high-risk adult with disabilities by 
undue influence, by breach of a fiduciary relationship, by fraud, deception, or extortion, or the use 
of such assets or resources in a manner contrary to law. 

“Family or household members” means spouses, former spouses, parents, children, stepchildren 
and other persons related by blood or by present or prior marriage, persons who share or formerly 
shared a common dwelling, persons who have or allegedly have a child in common, persons who 
share or allegedly share a blood relationship through a child, persons who have or have had a 
dating or engagement relationship, persons with disabilities and their personal assistants, and 
caregivers. Neither a casual acquaintanceship nor ordinary fraternization between 2 individuals in 
business or social contexts shall be deemed to constitute a dating relationship. In the case of a 
high-risk adult with disabilities, "family or household members" includes any person who has the 
responsibility for a high-risk adult as a result of a family relationship or who has assumed 
responsibility for all or a portion of the care of a high-risk adult with disabilities voluntarily, or by 
express or implied contract, or by court order. 

"High-risk adult with disabilities" means a person aged 18 or over whose physical or mental 
disability impairs his or her ability to seek or obtain protection from abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 

“Human trafficking” means involuntary servitude, involuntary sexual servitude of a minor, or 
trafficking in persons.  

“Involuntary servitude”. A person commits involuntary servitude when he or she 
knowingly subjects, attempts to subject, or engages in a conspiracy to subject another person 
to labor or services obtained or maintained through any of the following means, or any 
combination of these means: (1) causes or threatens to cause physical harm to any person; (2) 
physically restrains or threatens to physically restrain another person; (3) abuses or threatens to 
abuse the law or legal process; (4) knowingly destroys, conceals, removes, confiscates, or 
possesses any actual or purported passport or other immigration document, or any other 
actual or purported government identification document, of another person; (5) uses 
intimidation, or exerts financial control over any person; or (6) uses any scheme, plan, or pattern 
intended to  cause the person to believe that, if the person did not perform the labor or 
services, that person or another person would suffer serious harm or physical restraint. 
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“Involuntary sexual servitude of a minor.”  A person commits involuntary sexual servitude of 
a minor when he or she knowingly recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains 
by any means, or attempts to recruit, entice, harbor, provide, or obtain by any means, another 
person under 18 years of age, knowing that the minor will engage in commercial sexual 
activity, a sexually-explicit performance, or the production of pornography, or causes or 
attempts to cause a minor to engage in one or more of those activities and:  (1) there is no 
overt force or threat and the minor is between the ages of 17 and 18 years; (2) there is no 
overt force or threat and the minor is under the age of 17 years; or (3) there is overt force or 
threat. 

“Trafficking in persons.” A person commits trafficking in persons when he or she knowingly: 
(1) recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains by any means, or attempts to
recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain by any means, another person, intending or
knowing that the person will be subjected to involuntary servitude; or (2) benefits, financially
or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a venture that has engaged in an act
of involuntary servitude or involuntary sexual servitude of a minor. A company commits
trafficking in persons when the company knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving
anything of value, from participation in a venture that has engaged in an act of involuntary
servitude or involuntary sexual servitude of a minor.

“Qualified third party" means any law enforcement officer; attorney; physician, physician 
assistant, psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker, nurse, therapist, clinical professional 
counselor, or other medical professional; person who advises or provides services to persons 
regarding domestic violence, family violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, or abuse of 
children, the elderly, or dependent adults; or member of the clergy of a church, 
religious society, or denomination.
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