
LICENSURE METHODS AND DEFINITIONS

Following are definitions of the various methods used in issuing licenses for professionals in the
State of Illinois. Some of these licensure methods may not be applicable to your profession. Refer
to the enclosed instruction sheet to determine the specific licensure methods/requirements for your
profession.

Licensure Methods Definition

Examination Applicant has applied or is required to take and pass all
or a portion of an exam scheduled and/or given by the
Department or a representative of the Department.

Endorsement of License Original license issued in another state and that state's
requirements were substantially equivalent to Illinois
requirements at time license was issued.

Acceptance of Examination Applicant has taken a National Exam, referred to by
Illinois statute, in any state. Applicant may or may not be
licensed in another state.

Restoration Applicant has previously been licensed in State of Illinois
and has allowed license to lapse long enough to require
reapplication. Possible exam passage and/or committee
review.

Grandfather/Waiver Applicant will be licensed without regard to current
requirements because statute allows this based on past
qualification and practices (for a specified time only).

Non-examination Applicant is licensed by meeting qualifications required
by statute. There is no exam for these professions.
These can be either businesses or individuals.
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